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Media release 
February 9, 2012
Sports injury surveillance wins tick from local Government 
ACT school sporting events will soon introduce a new technology to allow injuries to be better recorded. 

Sports Medicine Australia (SMA), in partnership with University of Canberra (UC), and supported by the ACT Government Sport & Recreation Grant Funding, will implement a portable injury surveillance record management system aimed to capture all injury data at school sporting events within the ACT.

The ACT Minister for Tourism, Sport and Recreation, Andrew Barr, said the ACT Government is pleased to be supporting the injury management system. “The Injuredata project will be a great benefit to sporting groups and participants and Canberra, and I look forward to it helping in injury prevention and injury management, and keeping our sports people on the field longer,’’ Minister Barr said.
SMA ACT Branch Vice President, Dr Rob Reid said the new technology will enable safer sports participation and better injury prevention outcomes for sports participants. 
“Sports injuries are expensive and can be detrimental to a participant’s health. Injuries mean more sidelined players, lengthy rehabilitation and often poor team performance. It is crucial not to underestimate the importance of sport safety and the integral role sport safety personnel (including sports trainers and sports first aiders) play in keeping sport safe, with injury recording a vital link in this process,” said Dr Reid.

“The data generated from this new technology will provide the capacity for immediate modelling of trends and occurrence rates of injury across different sports and venues enabling evidence based decision making by sporting organisations,” said Dr Reid.

The Sport Injuredata Project marks the commencement of an ongoing investment between SMA-ACT and UC in an electronic record surveillance system for sports injury recording in the ACT. 
UC spokesperson, Professor Gordon Waddington said that this Project will create the first electronic sports injury surveillance and reporting system of its kind. 
“SMA-ACT sports trainers using this system will log injury and treatment data in real time on site via a menu prompt system to maximise quality of data recorded,” said Professor Waddington.
“The ability to quickly and effectively record injury details consistently is paramount in ongoing surveillance of injury, allowing the potential to identify developing trends and to act early to minimise harm and increase participation in sport, “ said Professor Waddington. 
The first stage of the project will focus on injury surveillance across all SMA supported school sporting events held in ACT with the second stage encompassing all SMA supported sports in the region. 
The Project compliments Initiative 1.1 of the ACT Sport & Recreation ACTIVE2020 Plan, to 

“develop user friendly templates for regular data collection to ensure planning is supported by research based decision making”.

- ends -

Media enquiries: SMA ACT Executive Officer, Trish Donoghue, 

phone 02 6247 5115 or mobile 0417 324 384.
Media interviews are available with Dr Rob Reid and Professor Gordon Waddington.
