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Celebrating five years of sports training to Japanese students
Sports Medicine Australia, Australia’s peak national umbrella body for sports medicine and sports science, is celebrating its fifth year of providing sports safety training to Japanese students.

Sports Medicine Australia ACT Branch (SMA ACT) in partnership with Fukuyama Heisei University in Japan have coordinated an intercultural exchange, over the past five years, which sees Japanese university students studying to become athletic trainers travel to Australia each year to take part in a tailored program which aims to extend their knowledge and expose them to new skills which can be taken back and used within the sporting field. 
SMA ACT Executive Officer, Trish Donoghue travelled to Japan on November 12 to celebrate the anniversary and visit a number of other Universities who have a strong commitment to international exchange programs within the sport related field.

SMA ACT President, Peter Garbutt says the program highlights the wealth of resources which Canberra has to offer and provides an opportunity for Japanese students to study sports medicine from a different perspective whilst experiencing Australian culture and language.

“Students travelling so far to take part in our program reaffirms Sports Medicine Australia’s reputation as a world leader in terms of injury prevention initiatives and courses,” said Mr Garbutt.
“The objective of the program is to extend the number of universities which offer students the chance to take part in this exchange, exposing them to a program which promotes cooperation and collaboration within the sports medicine industry. 
“The program is more that just being in another culture, it provides students with a different perspective extending their learning and life skills whilst showcasing Australian education, learning resources, facilities and opportunities,” said Mr Garbutt.
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