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Media release 

November 29, 2011

ACT community rich in quality research 
ACT researchers will be recognised for their contribution to sports injury research at the first annual 2011 ACT Research Awards Evening this week. 
Hosted by Sports Medicine Australia (SMA) ACT Branch with the support of every major research institute in Canberra, the evening will showcase and recognise the breadth of research being undertaken in the health and sport industry within the ACT. 

SMA ACT President, Peter Garbutt said the awards allow researchers to showcase their current work

whilst exposing them to other professionals working within the industry.
“ACT is rich in research talent in a host of areas, sport being one of those,” said Mr Garbutt.

“These awards are designed to acknowledge and highlight some of this talent and aims to encourage further research in the sports arena, as research is an important part of striving for a safer sporting environment.
“We aim to provide young and established research education in the sports medicine, sports health and sports science field, and to provide an ongoing platform which encourages, recognises, supports and acknowledges quality research,” said Mr Garbutt.
Gordon Waddington, Professor of Physiotherapy from the University of Canberra commended SMA for this exciting initiative to help keep Australian sportspeople safer. 
“Sport plays an important role in society, both in keeping us healthy and as part of the social ‘glue’ that helps keep our modern societies functioning,” said Professor Waddington.
“Sports medicine research makes a strong contribution by helping us understand how best to prevent and minimise the effects of injury.

“Keeping people active through injury prevention and safer sporting practices is a critical component of the current push to improve health,” said Professor Waddington.
The 2011 ACT Research Awards Evening will be held on Wednesday November 30 at Vikings Town Centre in Tuggeranong where the winning researchers will present their winning papers to the wider ACT community. 
The winner of the Best New Investigator for 2011 will receive travel and accommodation assistance, sponsored by the University of Canberra and free registration sponsored by SMA to present at the Be Active 2012 Conference. The open award winner will receive travel and accommodation assistance, sponsored by The Vikings Group to attend upcoming SMA State and National conferences. 
- ends -

Media enquiries: 
Peter Garbutt, SMA ACT President: phone 02 6241 6060, mobile 0403 117 457.
Trish Donoghue, SMA ACT Executive Officer: phone 02 6247 5115, 0417 324 384.
